
Virginia Department of Education 
Responses to Questions from the Commission on Immigration 

From the November 13, 2007 Meeting 
 

1. Other than a birth certificate or affidavit, are there categories of other 
viable identification? 

 
Not really.  The principal purpose of the birth certificate and affidavit is to 
establish the age of the child.   

 
2. Regarding birth certificate requirements, does the Department of Education 

collect data on how many affidavits are collected in lieu of birth certificates?  
Is there a legal problem with collecting that data? 

 
The Department of Education does not obtain such data.  There may not be a 
legal problem with collecting the data, but the task may create an administrative 
burden on large local school divisions to compile the information.  Additionally, 
some parents may be able to obtain and submit the birth certificate after 
submitting the affidavit.  Then the number of affidavits would have to be 
changed and reported by the local school divisions. 

 
3. Isn’t there an overriding policy that it is best for the state to enroll and 

educate the most students? 
 

There is no written policy to that effect.  However, Article VIII of the 
Constitution of Virginia requires the General Assembly to provide for a system 
of free public elementary and secondary schools for all children of school age 
throughout the Commonwealth and to seek to ensure that an educational program 
of high quality is established and continually maintained.  The Department of 
Education is dedicated to the task of implementing a statewide quality system of 
public education to serve all of Virginia’s children. 

 
4. There is a form where you do not have to forward mail; do school districts 

fill this out?  If not, can we have them do this to prevent people from using 
bogus addresses? 

 
The Department of Education does not know whether school divisions complete 
such a form.  Much of what is sent out from schools is not sent through the U.S. 
mail.  It is sent via electronic mail or via the student.  Completion of the form 
may create an administrative burden for local school divisions and may not 
accomplish the cited purpose. 
 
There is nothing in the Code of Virginia that requires local school divisions to 
use a ‘do not forward’ option. 

 



5. So you can have more LEP students in private schools, being home schooled 
or who are truant? 

 
The Department of Education does not collect data regarding the number of LEP 
students enrolled in private school or being home-schooled or who are truant.  
The department does collect data on the number of home-schooled students, but 
the data does not differentiate by subgroup. 

 
6. Are the scores provided for each type illustrated?  Funding streams? 
 

The state provides funding for ESL programs through two separate sources.  One 
source is the Standards of Quality funding under Section 22.1-253.13:2, F, which 
states that in addition to the positions supported by basic aid and those in support 
of regular school year programs of prevention, intervention, and remediation, 
state funding, pursuant to the appropriation act, shall be provided to support 17 
full-time equivalent instructional positions for each 1,000 students identified as 
having limited English proficiency.  The other source is federal funding through 
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB).   NCLB funding is provided 
annually to school divisions for limited English proficient students (LEP) and 
Immigrant and Youth (IY) students.  Listed below is the link to Informational 
Superintendent’s Memorandum Number 221, dated October 12, 2007, which 
provides the LEP and IY funding for the 2007-2008 school year by school 
division.  
 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/suptsmemos/2007/inf221.html
 

7. Are those state or federal funding streams?   I was advised that there was 
not a difference in the funding.  My district includes the second and third 
highest percentage of LEP students.   

 
Same response as number 6 above. 

 
8. One more request, can you provide us with the regions.  I would be 

interested in LEP vs. total enrollment in each region.  It might be beneficial 
to this commission to see where the pockets are around the state. 

 
Attached is a chart that shows all student enrollment compared to the LEP 
student enrollment by Superintendent’s regions in the state.   
 
In addition, each of the following links provides information on each region: 
 

Region I (Central Va):  
 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=1

Region II (Tidewater):
 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=2

Region III (Northern Neck/Fredericksburg):
 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=3

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/suptsmemos/2007/inf221.html
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=1
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=2
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=3


Region IV (Northern Virginia):
 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=4

 
Region V (Charlottesville/Albemarle):

 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=5
 
Region VI (Shenandoah Valley):

 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=6
 
Region VII (Southwest):

 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=7
 
Region VIII (Southside):

 https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=8
 

9.   How successful is Virginia with the utilization of the LEP program?  Are we 
doing a decent job compared to other states?  I know the standards are 
through 8th grade, and what happens when they are seniors and graduate.  
Do we overcome the problem to make them successful?   

 
For the 2006-2007 school year, 69 percent of the LEP students scored proficient 
on the Standards of Learning (SOL) assessments in reading compared to 85 
percent of all students in the state who scored proficient during the same time 
period.  Additionally, 69 percent of the LEP students scored proficient on the 
SOL assessments in mathematics compared to 80 percent of all students who 
scored proficient during the same time period.  When comparing LEP student 
performance to all student performance on SOL assessments, it is important to 
remember that students in the LEP subgroup have been identified as not fully 
proficient in English.       
 
Listed below is a link to the United States Department of Education (USED) 
biennial report to Congress on the status of programs for LEP students 
throughout the country for the 2002-2004.  The report provides data on the 
implementation of NCLB for LEP programs for all 50 states.  Virginia is 
reported as one of 33 states whose LEP students met the USED defined 
benchmarks of making progress in learning English and becoming fully 
proficient in English.  

    
http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/oela/biennial05/full_report.pdf

 
 

 

https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=4
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=5
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=6
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=7
https://p1pe.doe.virginia.gov/edudirectory/divisionList.do?region=8
http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/oela/biennial05/full_report.pdf
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SCHOOL DIVISIONS BY REGION 
 
 

Region 1 Region 2 
Counties Cities Counties Cities 

Charles City 
Chesterfield 
Dinwiddie 
Goochland 
Hanover 
Henrico 
New Kent 
Powhatan 
Prince George 
Surry  
Sussex 

Colonial Heights 
Hopewell 
Petersburg 
Richmond 

Accomack 
Isle of Wight 
Northampton 
Southampton 
York 

Chesapeake 
Franklin 
Hampton 
Newport News 
Norfolk 
Poquoson 
Portsmouth 
Suffolk 
Virginia Beach 
Williamsburg/James 
City 

Region 3 Region 4 
Counties Cities/Towns Counties Cities 

Caroline 
Essex 
Gloucester 
King and Queen 
King George 
King William 
Lancaster 
Mathews 
Middlesex 
Northumberland 
Richmond 
Spotsylvania 
Stafford 
Westmoreland 
 
 

Colonial Beach 
Fredericksburg 
West Point 
 

Arlington 
Clarke  
Culpeper 
Fairfax 
Fauquier 
Frederick 
Loudoun 
Madison 
Orange 
Page 
Prince William 
Rappahannock 
Shenandoah 
Warren 

Alexandria 
Fairfax 
Falls Church 
Manassas 
Manassas Park 
Winchester 

 
 

 



SCHOOL DIVISIONS BY REGION 
 
 

Region 5 Region 6 
Counties Cities Counties Cities 

Albemarle 
Amherst 
Augusta 
Bath 
Bedford 
Campbell  
Fluvanna 
Greene 
Highland 
Louisa 
Nelson 
Rockbridge 
Rockingham 
 
 

Bedford 
Buena Vista 
Charlottesville 
Harrisonburg 
Lexington 
Lynchburg 
Staunton 
Waynesboro 

Alleghany 
Highlands  
Botetourt 
Craig 
Floyd 
Franklin 
Henry 
Montgomery 
Patrick 
Pittsylvania 
Roanoke 
 

Covington 
Danville 
Martinsville 
Roanoke 
Salem 

Region 7 Region 8 
Counties Cities Counties Cities 

Bland 
Buchanan 
Carroll 
Dickenson 
Giles 
Grayson 
Lee 
Pulaski 
Russell 
Scott 
Smyth 
Tazewell 
Washington 
Wise 
Wythe 
 
 

Bristol 
Galax 
Norton 
Radford 

Amelia 
Appomattox 
Brunswick 
Buckingham 
Charlotte 
Cumberland 
Greensville/Emporia
Halifax/South 
Boston 
Lunenburg 
Mecklenburg 
Nottoway 
Prince Edward  

None 
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